Chapter V
LITERATURE AND WORLD CITIZENSHIP

LITERATURE has a manifold value in education. One of its
immediate aims is the wise use of private leisure, and it is
closely connected with world citizenship, for the choice of
literature in the school will obviously have a considerable
influence on the child's choice of literature in the public
library and in his. home.

A widely read person is not necessarily an educated man.
As Ruskin wrote, " You might read all the books in the
British Museum, and remain an utterly' illiterate *, unedu-
cated person; but if you read ten pages of a good book with
real accuracy, you are for evermore in some measure an
educated person ". But the teacher's function in guiding
his charges in their choice of reading is a very responsible
one. Books which purport to review or reflect the social
conditions of the past or the present must be authoritative,
whether they be direct social studies, geographies or novels.

One of the greatest books from this point of view is, of
course, the Bible, and those of more recent origin come from
the pen of Dickens, Present-day novels and other works are
legion; some are intelligent critiques of modern social con-
ditions, while others are the effusions of eccentrics and those
isisfits who thmfc they have an axe to grind. All this must
be borne in mind by the teacher, who should keep a very
sharp eye on his pupil's private reading, at the same time
maintaining a broad outlook himself.

It is most important, therefore, that the teacher should
realize that most books, journals and other types of literature,
also the radio, the cinema and the theatre, can have a^profound
influence on the pupil's outlook, especially on world citizen-
ship. Books which deal direct with social studies and civics
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